Banned Books/Paper People: Alex from A Clockwork Orange, 2026
Pellon, butcher paper, book pages, thread, acrylic paint. 72” x 28” x 14”
on mannequin.

A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess, 1962.
23 bans

Why was it banned? Obscene language

A Clockwork Orange is a dystopian satirical black comedy novel by English writer
Anthony Burgess, published in 1962. It is set in a near-future society that has a youth
subculture of extreme violence. The teenage protagonist, Alex, narrates his violent
exploits and his experiences with state authorities intent on reforming him. The book is
partially written in a Russian-influenced argot called "Nadsat", which takes its name
from the Russian suffix that is equivalent to '-teen' in English. According to Burgess, it
was a jeu d'esprit written in just three weeks. In 2005, A Clockwork Orange was
included on Time magazine's list of the 100 best English-language novels written since
1923, and it was named by Modern Library and its readers as one of the 100 best
English-language novels of the 20th century. The original manuscript of the book has
been kept at McMaster University's William Ready Division of Archives and Research
Collections in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada since the institution purchased the
documents in 1971. It is considered one of the most influential dystopian books.

From October, 2025:

According to PEN America’s Index of School Book Bans, the most banned book in
U.S. schools this year is: A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess — banned in 23
school districts across the country.

The dystopian classic, included in Time magazine's 2005 list of the 100 best English-
language novels written since 1923 and named by Modern Library and its readers as
one of the 100 best English-language novels of the 20th century, joins a long list of
titles targeted for their challenging themes and provocative ideas.


https://pen.org/banned-books-list-2025/

Banned Books/Paper People: Elphaba from Wicked, 2026
Pellon, buckram, book pages, thread, PVA glue, acrylic paint. 70” x 42” x
30” on mannequin.

Wicked by Gregory Maguire, 1995. 17 bans

Why was it banned? Objective sensitive material,
deemed pornographic or indecent

From Goodreads:

When Dorothy triumphed over the Wicked Witch of the West in L. Frank Baum's classic
tale, we heard only her side of the story. But what about her arch-nemesis, the
mysterious witch? Where did she come from? How did she become so wicked? And
what is the true nature of evil?

Gregory Maguire creates a fantasy world so rich and vivid that we will never look at Oz
the same way again. Wicked is about a land where animals talk and strive to be treated
like first-class citizens, Munchkinlanders seek the comfort of middle-class stability and
the Tin Man becomes a victim of domestic violence. And then there is the little green-
skinned girl named Elphaba, who will grow up to be the infamous Wicked Witch of the
West, a smart, prickly and misunderstood creature who challenges all our
preconceived notions about the nature of good and evil.

From Kirkus Book reviews:

Utah has banned three more books from its public schools, including Gregory
Maguire’s Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West, the Salt Lake Tribune

reports.

Maguire’s novel, published in 1995 by ReganBooks, is a reimagining of L. Frank

Baum’s The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. The book was adapted into a Broadway musical
that debuted in 2003; that production was in turn adapted into two movies, premiering
in 2024 and 2025, respectively.

From The Pink News, January 2026

The 1995 book by queer author Gregory Maguire has been banned by the Utah State
Board of Education due to “objective sensitive material”, under the state’s Sensitive
Materials Law. The Utah State Legislature defines “objective sensitive material” as
content which “constitutes pornographic or indecent material”.



https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/gregory-maguire/wicked/
https://www.sltrib.com/news/education/2026/01/05/utah-bans-three-more-books-public/
https://www.thepinknews.com/2024/08/08/utah-book-ban-reaction-judy-blume-margaret-atwood/
https://www.thepinknews.com/2024/08/08/utah-book-ban-reaction-judy-blume-margaret-atwood/

See also:
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum, 1900

Why was it banned? Witchcraft and promotion of
“‘occultism, secular humanism, evolution,
disobedience to parents, pacifism, and feminism.”

From This Book is Banned, 2025:

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz is more than the “girl power” and “good” witches that
ironically got it banned.

L. Frank Baum set out to write a “modernized fairy tale” for the children of his day.
According to the Library of Congress, he did more than simply accomplish his goal. He
ended up producing “America’s greatest and best-loved homegrown fairytale.” So, it
seems inconceivable that certain parents and teachers have been trying to ban The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz since its publication in 1900.

Well, they have. In 1928, public libraries across the country pulled the books from their
shelves. Why was The Wonderful Wizard of Oz banned? Reasons range from Baum’s
“‘wonder tale” being “untrue to life” (isn’t that the point of a wonder tale), to the use of
witchcraft, to its portrayal of a strong female protagonist.

One of the most publicized cases against The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, however,
occurred in 1986. A group of Fundamentalist Christian families from Tennessee got

together and tried to have the book removed from the public school syllabus. Baum’s
work was among a number of books that the families felt promoted “occultism, secular
humanism, evolution, disobedience to parents, pacifism, and feminism.”

The families specifically disapproved of Baum’s characterization of some witches as
good, because as we all know witches are in fact bad, very, very bad. One mother
worried that reading this book would cause her children to be “seduced into godless
supernaturalism.”



Banned Books/Paper People: Guy Montag from Fahrenheit 451, 2026
Buckram, cardboard, book pages, thread, PVA glue, acrylic paint.

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury, 1953

Why was it banned? Obscene language, sexual
themes, and drug use

Fahrenheit 451 is a 1953 dystopian novel by American writer Ray Bradbury. Often
regarded as one of his best works, the novel presents a future American society where
books are outlawed and "firemen" burn any that are found. The book's tagline explains
the title as "'the temperature at which book paper catches fire, and burns": the
autoignition temperature of paper. The lead character, Guy Montag, is a fireman who
becomes disillusioned with his role of censoring literature and destroying knowledge,
eventually quitting his job and committing himself to the preservation of literary and
cultural writings. The novel has been the subject of interpretations focusing on the
historical role of book burning in suppressing dissenting ideas for change. In a 1956
radio interview, Bradbury said that he wrote Fahrenheit 451 because of his concerns at
the time (during the McCarthy era) about the threat of book burning in the United
States. In later years, he described the book as a commentary on how mass media
reduces interest in reading literature. In 1954, Fahrenheit 451 won the American
Academy of Arts and Letters Award in Literature and the Commonwealth Club of
California Gold Medal. It later won the Prometheus "Hall of Fame" Award in 1984 and a
"Retro" Hugo Award, one of a limited number of Best Novel Retro Hugos ever given, in
2004. Bradbury was honored with a Spoken Word Grammy nomination for his 1976
audiobook version.



Banned Books/Paper People: Cover of All Boys Aren’t Blue, 2026
Buckram, cardboard, book pages, thread, PVA glue, acrylic paint.

All Boys Aren’t Blue by George M. Johnson, 2020. 16
bans

Why was it banned? LGBTQIA+ content, profanity, and
because it was considered to be sexually explicit

In a series of personal essays, prominent journalist and LGBTQIA+ activist George M.
Johnson explores his childhood, adolescence, and college years in New Jersey and
Virginia. From the memories of getting his teeth kicked out by bullies at age five, to flea
marketing with his loving grandmother, to his first sexual relationships, this young-adult
memoir weaves together the trials and triumphs faced by Black queer boys. Both a
primer for teens eager to be allies as well as a reassuring testimony for young queer
men of color, All Boys Aren't Blue covers topics such as gender identity, toxic
masculinity, brotherhood, family, structural marginalization, consent, and Black joy.
Johnson's emotionally frank style of writing will appeal directly to young adults.

From NPR, April, 2025:

George M. Johnson's memoir All Boys Aren't Blue has been a target of book
challenges for years. According to a new report by the American Library Association
(ALA), it was the most challenged book of 2024. The ALA defines a challenge as "an
attempt to remove or restrict materials, based upon the objections of a person or
group." Other frequently challenged books include Maia Kobabe's Gender Queer, Toni
Morrison's The Bluest Eye and Stephen Chbosky's The Perks of Being a Wallflower.

According to the report, there were 821 attempts to censor library books across all
library types in 2024. This is down from the previous year, though still the third-highest
number of book challenges recorded by the ALA. The report also noted that 72% of
demands to censor books in school and public libraries came from "pressure groups,
elected officials, board members and administrators" compared to the 16% that came
from parents.

A majority of the titles challenged were either about queer people or people of color.

"We are witnessing an effort to eliminate entire genres and categories of books from
library shelves in pursuit of a larger goal of placing politics and religion over the well-
being and education of young people and everyone's right to access and find
information in our libraries," wrote Deborah Caldwell-Stone, director of the ALA's Office
for Intellectual Freedom.



The report comes just a week after President Trump moved to dismantle the Institute of
Museum and Library Services (IMLS), placing its entire staff on administrative leave.
The IMLS is the federal agency that provides grant funding to libraries and museums
across the country. On Friday, 21 attorneys general filed a lawsuit against President
Trump to stop him from shutting down three federal agencies, including the IMLS.

Below is the list of the ALA's top 10 most challenged books in 2024:
1. All Boys Aren't Blue, by George M. Johnson

. Gender Queer, by Maia Kobabe

. (TIE) The Bluest Eye, by Toni Morrison

. (TIE) The Perks of Being a Wallflower, by Stephen Chbosky

. Tricks, by Ellen Hopkins

2
3
3
5
6. (TIE) Looking for Alaska, by John Green
6. (TIE) Me and Earl and the Dying Girl, by Jesse Andrews
8. (TIE) Crank, by Ellen Hopkins

8. (TIE) Sold, by Patricia McCormick

10. Flamer, by Mike Curato

For a list of recently banned books, go to https://pen.org/banned-
books-list-2025/

And https://thebloggess.com/2026/03/25/today-they-banned-my-book-it-
was-not-the-first-it-wont-be-the-last-heres-what-i-want-yvou-to-know/



https://www.npr.org/2025/03/31/nx-s1-5334415/doge-institute-of-museum-and-library-services
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/31/nx-s1-5334415/doge-institute-of-museum-and-library-services
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/ag/press_releases/2025/imls.pdf?rev=534e79cca75441cd92423dfbb87aef86&hash=E25666EFF2CDBEA257CE91E0B39B9517
https://pen.org/banned-books-list-2025/
https://pen.org/banned-books-list-2025/
https://thebloggess.com/2026/03/25/today-they-banned-my-book-it-was-not-the-first-it-wont-be-the-last-heres-what-i-want-you-to-know/
https://thebloggess.com/2026/03/25/today-they-banned-my-book-it-was-not-the-first-it-wont-be-the-last-heres-what-i-want-you-to-know/
https://thebloggess.com/2026/03/25/today-they-banned-my-book-it-was-not-the-first-it-wont-be-the-last-heres-what-i-want-you-to-know/

All of the paper costumes in this display were made
using pages from discarded Harry Potter books.
These books have been banned in multiple school
districts. However, since 2020 the author J. K.
Rowling’s well-publicized hatred of trans people and
promotion of anti-trans legislation in England has
encouraged many readers to disavow her works.
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